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Tomato Products Imports Break All Records 


That Italian canned tomatoes are being rushed to the Amer- 
ican market in anticipation of tariff legislation placing a higher 
duty on this product is indicated by the record-breaking imports 
for October, when over 43,800,000 pounds of canned tomatoes 
were imported, bringing the total receipts for the current year to 
over 182,500,000 pounds. Tomato paste imports for the first ten 
months of the year are over 2,000,000 pounds in excess of the 
imports for the corresponding period of 1928. 

The imports of canned tomatoes and tomato paste, by 
months, in 1928 and 1929 have been as follows: 

Canned Tomatoes 


Pounds 
12,050,604 
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logs Value Pounds Value 
7,000,408 “46,208 583,266 56,268 
4,840,166 243,038 984,272 42,162 
4,178,502 265,842 435,028 48,651 
4,400,352 256,087 580,009 50,481 
3,278,618 104,170 480,487 46,846 
2,708,708 169,002 278,581 35,025 
710,144 50,700 525,255 58,078 
| 8,820,110 202,421 650,854 60,772 
cb 10,821,880 1,046,275 768,088 76,075 
} 62,812,171 8,542,227 6,008,858 608,508 
j 
1920 
11,584,655 601,018 858,680 117,008 
ets 10,070,274 605,850 831,020 116,088 
6,082,128 525,188 775,006 118,261 
7,814,400 448,300 866,077 186,149 
10,008,002 579.655 431,088 57,788 
0,567,189 567,610 648,081 95.820 
5,107,250 203,480 518,560 78,760 
48,682,515 2,060,052 2,818,662 280,061 
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Hearing Announced in Metal Container Rate Case 


The hearing in the proceeding involving the rates, ratings 
and carload minimum weights applicable to sheet-meta! contain- 
ers in interstate transportation (Docket 22426) has been set by 
the Interstate Commerce Commission for February 3, 1930, at 
the Sherman Hotel, Chicago, before Examiners Copenhafer and 
Smith. Unless otherwise ordered the parties offering evidence 
will be heard in the following order: Respondent; parties who 
have filed complaints ; producers, shippers, consumers and others; 
chambers of commerce, commercial organizations and traffic as- 
sociations; carriers’ reply to other parties. 


Canned Food Exports in October 


During the month of October exports of canned meats, vege- 
tables, condensed milk and sardines were greater than in the 
corresponding month of last year, while those of evaporated 
milk, fruit and salmon were smaller. The following table, com- 
piled from records of the Department of Commerce, shows the 
quantity and value of the principal articles exported: 


and pork and beans 1,025,676 
1,706,025 


5,855,046 1,085,483 907.961 
9,280,898 785,455 1,024,476 


Tomato and Pea Acreage in Mexico and the Bahamas 


A considerable reduction in the tomato acreage of the Mexi- 
can West Coast and of the Bahamas is indicated for the 1929-30 
season, according to reports received by the U. S. Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics from American consuls at Mazatlan, 
Guaymas and Nassau. The reduction in acreage is being attrib- 
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‘1 October, 1928 October, 1929 
Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total 925,053 $827,717 1,623,658 $641,822 
472,236 175,400 1,212,846 420,783 
158,159 55,007 245,834 05,079 
64,014 180,881 $1,107 
Canned vegetables, total ............ 0,885,842 031,408 11,427,808 1,078,877 
1,864,485 260,051 2,016,884 316,800 
GD 121,779 2,148,089 147,065 
673,202 60,708 1,020,276 80,623 
243,121 8,264,514 314,848 
38,638 706,107 50,057 
$1,280 1,276,105 86,581 
Condensed milk 9,882,087 426,461 4,018,562 640,185 
Bvaporated milk §,868,758 628,260 5,179,208 502,884 
Canned fruits, total ................ 48,171,466 4,111,281 30,524,044 4,804,618 
Apples and applesauce ......... 5,074,677 315,550 2,028,758 160,884 
358,506 3,518,402 354,140 
787,000 78,527 846,504 90,550 
885,265 58,007 $14,048 54.050 
443,534 6,015,004 665,920 
504,353 46,413 323,502 81,054 
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uted by the consuls largely to the proposed increase of the tariff 
on tomatoes imported into the United States. 

In Sinaloa, the most important growing area in Mexico, the 
growers will reduce seed bed plantings by 45 per cent. Land 
formerly in tomatoes will be planted in cotton. In the Yaqui 
valley of Sonora the tomato acreage will be reduced one-half. 


The acreage planted in tomatoes in the Bahamas this season 
is less than half the acreage of the past two seasons, according 
to the American consul at Nassau. This is partly due to unsatis- 
factory returns in the New York market during 1927-28 and 
1928-29 and partly to the proposed increase in the American 
tariff on imported tomatoes. The entire winter tomato crop has 
thus far been shipped to the New York market. Such shipments 
in the 1928-29 season amounted to 6,287,000 pounds as compared 
with 8,437,000 pounds in 1927-28. 

The acreage to be devoted to peas in the Yaqui river valley 
of Sonora, Mexico, during 1929-30 will be increased to approxi- 
mately 14,000 acres as compared with 7,500 acres in 1928-29, ac- 
cording to a report from the consul at Guaymas. In addition, 
there will be the 4,000 acres planted in the Mayo river valley, 
which will make the total area in peas this season amount to ap- 
pele 18,000 acres as compared with about 11,000 acres 
n 1928-29. 


Cuban Winter Vegetable Acreage Maintained 


Farmers in Cuba have not curtailed their plantings of win- 
ter vegetables in anticipation of the passing of a higher tariff by 
the United States, according to the American consul general at 
Havana. Such reductions in plantings as may have occurred 
—_ been brought about by the inability of farmers to obtain 
credit. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Carlot movement of 26 fruits and vegetables was down to 
the moderate volume of 14,820 cars for the week ended Novem- 
ber 28, according to the U. S. Market News Service. Potatoes 
totaled 3,650, apples 2,650, sweet potatoes 920, celery 825, let- 
tuce 770, and cabbage 625 cars. Purchase of supplies for the 
Thanksgiving season helped to stimulate the market, and colder 
weather added snap to trading at many points. 

California grape shipments decreased very sharply to 740 
cars for the week, compared with 1,320 during the same period 
last season. Grapefruit forwardings increased to 630 cars. 
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Florida was more active with 425 cars of grapefruit, and south- 
ern Texas shipped 185, as against 70 a year ago. 


Holiday trade probably attracted a larger movement of 
oranges, though the 1,365 cars shipped during the seven-day 
period were still about one-third lighter than the corresponding 
movement of last season. Florida increased to 665, Alabama 
shipped 70, and California forwarded 600 cars of oranges. Lift- 
ing the fruit-fly quarantine in Florida will help the situation 
there. 

Imports of tomatoes have started from Mexico, but the 
plantings there and in the Bahamas are reduced to about half of 
their last year's total. This will mean lighter competition for 
Florida stock. Shipments last week decreased to 190 cars, chief- 
ly from California and southern Texas. 

Cabbage shipments decreased slightly to 625 cars, of which 
New York furnished 300 and Wisconsin 200. Fairly heavy 
movement of second-crop cabbage was reported from South Caro- 
lina and light shipments of new stock from Texas. 

Shipments of sweet potatoes increased nearly 50 per cent 
to a total of 920 cars for the week, with Virginia starting 260 
cars. Output of Maryland and Tennessee increased greatly. 


Total shipments of apples decreased further to 2,650 cars, 
as against 3,450 during the same week in 1928. About two cars 
moved from the West to every car from the East. Washington 
originated 1,285, the Virginias 390, and New York 225 cars. 
Apples were beginning to move from cold-storage in western 
New York. 


Nov. 23 
68,106 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Nov. Nov. Nov. Totalthis Totallast Total 
Commodity ‘7-28 10-16 18-24 seasonto seasonto last 
1929 1929 1998 Nov. 24 season 
Eastern states ........ 908 1,190 1,405 47,266 62,708 
Western states ....... 1.74 2,005 2,047 32,027 43,647 64,898 
2 2 7 ‘4 96,287 
1989 season .......... TT) 752 36,287 32,160 36,838 
Carrots: 
161 106 168 796 784 10,621 
1989 season .......... 63 65 10,681 6,568 7,455 
145 110 282 2,840 2,836 9,080 
1088 65 “a 185 186 5.188 
1980 season .......... 0 5.188 4,688 4,688 
ixed vegetables ......... 417 323 501 29,787 20,818 98,084 
126 138 129 19,272 25,242 24,409 
Spinach : 
1980 season .......... 202 68 248 202 871 10,188 
1989 season .......... 51 56 10,189 10,489 10,588 
beans: 
1980 season .......... 60 a1 88 186 126 8,407 
1989 season .......... 5 a0 20 8,407 6,670 6,707 
om 
189 188 31,415 30,260 «30,808 
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Wholesale and Retail Trade in October 


Wholesale distribution increased during October by some- 
what more than is usual at this season, according to reports 
made to the Federal Reserve System from firms in eight lines 
of trade. The largest increases over the previous month were 
in the sales of furniture, groceries, and drugs, while decreases 
were reported by distributors of dry goods, men's clothing, and 
boots and shoes. 

Changes in sales and stocks of wholesale grocers, by dis- 
tricts, are shown in the following table, decreases being indicated 
by a minus sign: 


Stocks: October, 1929 
compared with— th 


- compared with— 
Districts September, 1929 October, 1928 September, 1920 October, 1928 
P t Per cent Per cent Pe 


New York 
Philadelphia 
Cleveland 
Richmond 


& 


Department store sales for October were 3 per cent larger 
than in the corresponding month a year ago, according to reports 
from 523 stores in 229 cities. For the first 19 months of 1929 
sales were 3 per cent larger than for the same period last year. 
Inventories of the reporting department stores at the end of Oc- 
tober were at about the same level as a year ago, according to 
reports from 483 stores. 


Canned Milk Markets 


The condensed and evaporated milk markets showed little 
marked changes during October and continue easy, according to 
the U. S. Market News Service. Prices are practically at the 
same level as reported for September, with supplies more than 
ample to meet current requirements and buyers showing little 
tendency to stock against future needs. Regardless of the liberal 
supplies, however, there was apparently no aggressive effort 
made to stimulate trading activities through the offer of conces- 
sions, although in some cases buyers were able to make their 
purchases on very favorable terms. Owners are reported as be- 
ing of the opinion that there is no profit at present prices, and 
they are holding on in the hope that the situation will improve 
somewhat during the next few months. 
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The statistical position of the market showed practically no 
improvement during October. Total stocks of condensed and 
evaporated milk on hand November 1 amounted to 300,306,687 
pounds as compared to 203,605,236 pounds on the same date last 
year, and a five-year average of 200,168,483 pounds, showing an 
excess of approximately 100,000,000 pounds oyer both last year's 
November 1 reserves and the five-year average November 1 re- 
serves. Reduction in stocks during October were not as great 
as the heavy accumulations and favorable prices would seem to 
warrant, amounting to around 10,000,000 pounds as compared 
with a reduction of 8,000,000 pounds in October, 1928, when 
stocks were considerably lower and prices higher. The five-year 
average reduction in stocks during October is approximately 
22,000,000 pounds. 

Some of the failure of stocks to decline more than reported 
may be attributed to the heavy October production of both con- 
densed and evaporated goods. The production of condensed and 
evaporated milk during October this year was about 314 per 
cent greater than for October a year ago, with the largest share 
of the increase being registered in condensed goods. 


Car Loadings 


Total Miscellaneous L. C. L. Other 

Week ended November 16 ........ 083,523 971,463 250,402 952,266 
‘ 1,040,475 401,309 267,853 980,225 
ding week, 1928 ....... 1,056,120 395,082 260,508 309,740 
Corresponding week, 1927 ....... 968,052 558,246 260,005 340,761 


Weight Requirements in Army Canned Food Purchases 


The Military Services of the United States Government in 
calling for bids on canned foods, usually specify the weights 
which fhe cans shall contain. They are accustomed to rejecting 
shipments which do not comply with these weights. Moreover, 
they do not recognize a greater weight than is declared on the 
label. 

A rejection was recently made, for instance, of a shipment 
of No. 10 canned peas which complied with the specifications of 
the Army in containing 6 pounds, 10 ounce total net content per 
can. The label, however, declared the presence of only 6 pounds, 
4 ounces. When the goods arrived and the declaration on the 
label was noted, the Department refused to accept the consign- 
ment. 

It is important that canners bear this requirement in mind 
in filling orders received from any of the Military Services. 


Merchandise 
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Government Seizes Canned Tomatoes 

On the ground that the product had been adulterated with 
water at the time of canning, Federal officers have seized 5,614 
cases of canned tomatoes located at various points in Alabama 
and at Baltimore and at Washington, D. C. Seizure was made 
as a result of investigation by the Food, Drug, and Insecticide 
Administration of the Department of Agriculture under the Fed- 
eral Food and Drugs Act. These tomatoes, 24 cans to the case, 
were packed in, and shipped from, factories in northern Vir- 
ginia last summer and fall. 

Reputable canners, says the Department, do not consider 
it necessary to add water to tomatoes in the canning process, and 
they as well as the Government regard the sale of water at the 
price of canned tomatoes as a cheat and imposition on the con- 
sumer. 


These seized tomatoes are being held pending action on the 
part of the canners. Distribution of them in trade will be per- 
mitted only under conditions which will prevent fraud and de- 
ception. 


Prune Industry in Yugoslavia 


A preliminary report on the prune industry in Yugoslavia, 
by Milton J. Newhouse, has been issued in mimeograph form by 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The report is based on 
actual observations and on interviews with growers, packers, 
sales factors, bankers, agricultura! agents and government offi- 
cials in Yugoslavia by Mr. Newheuse in company with the agri- 
cultural commissioner at Berlin. 


Postponement of Italian Marking Requirements for Canned Fish 

By Royal Decree of October 3, 1929, the Italian Government 
has permitted fish which are not properly marked according to 
the regulations of July 7, 1927, to be handled and sold by stores 
until December 31, 1930, according to a report from the Ameri- 
can assistant trade commissioner at Rome. This decree applies 
only to such fish products as had been brought in and stored in 
these establishments not later than June 30, 1929. It is under- 
stood that this action was taken because there is still held in re- 
tail stores in Italy a considerable quantity of fish products 
packed in containers which do not meet the requirements of this 
law. This extension will enable the fish already on hand to be 
disposed of. 

Under the regulations above mentioned it is forbidden to 
import or sell fish products contained in boxes or other recep, 
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tacles when the following markings are not stamped or litho- 
graphed on the metal containers in an indelible way or burnt 
into wooden containers or stamped in relief on glass containers: 
Name of product contained therein; quality of oil or other sub- 
stances used for conserving the product; net weight of product; 
name of producer; place of production. 


Where the product was well known through a trade mark 
registered in Italy the last two requirements could be obviated. 


More Data Sought on Resale Price Maintenance 
A new schedule has recently been sent out by the Federal 
Trade Commission to individuals and companies concerned in 
the Committee’s investigation of resale price maintenance. The 
Commission desires to make a comparison of the prices for price 
maintained and non-price maintained goods, and to compare the 
results of price cutting and price maintenance. 


Chief Appointed For Quarantine Administration 

Lee A. Strong, of California, has been appointed Chief of 
the Plant Quarantine and Control Administration of the De 
partment of Agriculture, succeeding Dr. C. L. Marlatt, who has 
been filling the position of Chief of the Bureau of Entomology 
as well as Chief of the Plant Quarantine and Control Adminis- 
tration. Dr. Marlatt retires from the latter position in accord- . 
ance with the plan authorized some two years ago. 


Finely Ground Sulphur Required 

Sulphur dust, to be really effective for use as a fungicide 
against plant disease, particularly apple scab, must be ground 
so fine that practically all of the particles are less than seventeen 
ten-thousandths of an inch in diameter, according to the state 
Experiment Station at Geneva, N. Y., which has been making a 
study of various sulphur dusts on the market with particular 
reference to the ability to adhere to the foliage of fruit trees. 
Fine dusts adhere to the leaves, while coarse dusts will not re- 


main on the foliage at all, hence are worthless in combating dis- 
ease infections. 


Report on Alaska Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries 
The Bureau of Fisheries has issued as Document 1064 a re- 
port on the Alaska fishery and fur-seal industries in 1928, which 
forms appendix VI to the Annual Report of the U. S. Commis- 
sioner of Fisheries for the fiscal year of 1929. 


